
historic downtown 

CEDAR FALLS 
walking tour 



Victorian Home & 
Carriage House Museum 
308 W 3rd Street 

 
Open to the public, February–December 
Tues–Fri 10am–4pm; Sat & Sun, 1–4pm  
 
A.D. Barnum built this Italianate style home in 1863. 
The home has many unique features including 18-inch 
walls, hooded window heads, eave brackets,  
a distinctive cupola, and the original vertical  
inside shutters. 

Formerly home to the Barnum, Bryant, and Dempster 
families, this residence became the first museum of  
the Cedar Falls Historical Society in 1968. The Carriage 
House was added in 1992. 

Today, the original structure is a historic house museum decorated in the  
Victorian style. Its displays of furnishings, photographs, and everyday objects from  
the 1880s–1900s demonstrate the lifestyle and labor of this period. The Carriage 
House features changing exhibitions about Cedar Falls history, a hands-on kids’ corner, 
and program space for the Historical Society. 

Overman Park 
 

When John Overman platted Cedar Falls in 
1853, he deeded this block to the community 
as the site for a courthouse. Cedar Falls was 
the county seat of Black Hawk County at that 
time, but an 1855 election removed this  
distinction. As a result, “Court House Square” 
was never used for its intended purpose. 

Renamed Overman Park, the square was the 
first public park in Cedar Falls, and the only 
one for several years. It served as a site for 
civic celebrations, a function it still serves 
during the annual Sturgis Falls Celebration. 
Summer band concerts are given in the  
bandshell by the Cedar Falls Municipal Band, 
which will celebrate its 125th year in 2016. 
The park is also home to the Cedar Falls  
Farmers Market, Movies Under the Moon, 
and many other Cedar Falls gatherings  
and celebrations. 
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Ice House Museum 
121 Center Street 
(access via 1st St) 

 
Open to the public, 
May–mid-October 
Sat and Sun, 1–4pm 
$5 for adults, children 12 and under free 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
 

The Ice House Museum stands near the original cabin site of William Sturgis,  
Cedar Falls’ first permanent settler. The first icehouse was likely built at this location 
around 1848—within the first 5 years of the founding of Cedar Falls. 

Ice businesses came and went in this same location on the Cedar River for over  
150 years. The most recent was Hugh Smith’s Cedar Falls Ice & Fuel Company.  
When Smith’s wooden icehouse burned to the ground in November 1920, local citizens 
worked through the winter to construct this unique round, clay tile structure to  
replace it. They finished the walls in time to fill the structure with that season’s ice and 
then stood atop the harvest to construct the roof. 

With walls reaching 30 feet high and a base of 100 feet in diameter, this distinctive 
structure originally stored 6,000 to 8,000 tons of ice each year—cut right from the  
frozen Cedar River. 

Now the Ice House Museum is the only museum in the United States that displays  
information about the ice harvesting industry within an original icehouse.  It also 
shares other stories of the Cedar River, describing how this waterway shaped the  
businesses, culture, and everyday lives of Cedar Falls citizens. 
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Behrens Rapp Station 
VISITOR INFORMATION 
221 W 1st Street 
 

Open to the public, 
May–October, 8am–8pm 
 
John Frederich Behrens and William C. 
Behrens built this “pure oil station” in 
1925 at the intersection of 14th St and 
Waterloo Rd. The station’s hip roof, brick 
pillars, drive-under canopy, and ring of 
lights captured the era’s architectural style. 

Little Red Schoolhouse 
205 W 1st Street 
 

Open to the public, May–mid-October 
Sat and Sun, 1–4pm 
 
This schoolhouse was built in 1909 and 
first stood in the center of Bennington 
Township, about 5 miles northeast of 
its current location. 

The Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board purchased the building in 1966 
and moved it to Black Hawk Park in 
1968. Many local citizens worked to  
restore the building, including a group 
of Cedar Falls teachers, who adopted it 
as a project for the 1976 Bicentennial. 

In 1987, the Yesterday’s Heritage 
Questers Chapter #809 began the work 
of finding a new, more centralized site 
for the old school building. In  
partnership with the Cedar Falls  
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Historical Society, they moved it to its 
present location on October 6, 1988. 

This historical building captures the days 
when neighboring children gathered in a 
one-room school for their education. It is 
equipped with a bell tower and bell, the 
original desks, a pot-bellied stove, and 
other furnishings, books, and games 
typical of its earlier days. It is open to the 
public as a museum in the summer and 
also offers a summer program for kids to  
experience a one-room school.  

John Rapp began working at the station in 1943, purchased the business in the 1960s, 
and continued operations until May 1990. When construction plans for the new  
Highway 58 endangered the building, a group of Cedar Falls citizens worked to  
preserve it and find it a new home.  In 1993, the Cedar Falls Historical Society,  
Cedar Falls Tourism and Visitor’s Bureau, and Trolley Trackers Questers Chapter #1113 
partnered to move the building to its current location and restore the station.  
On July 21, 1993, it settled into its home at First and Clay, where it now serves as  
a Visitor Information Center.  



Oster Regent Theatre 
103 Main Street 
 

National Register of Historic Places 
 
As the railroad spread throughout the 
nation to Cedar Falls, the community was 
anxious to be part of the traveling theatre 
audience, so in 1910, Frank Cotton built 
the beautiful Cotton Theatre. The  
structure boasted one of the largest  
stages in Iowa, and the seating could hold 
nearly 1,000 people. 

Merle Blair purchased the theatre in 1923 
and transformed the renamed Regent 
Theatre into a successful movie house. 
Now immortalized in Thelma Weresh’s 
statue, “Showtime,” outside the theatre, 
Blair shared his passion for movies 
through unique promotional strategies 
and staying current with innovations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After many Main Street businesses 
suffered from the economic decline of the 
1970s and early 1980s, the Regent was 
one of the first success stories of what 
became a revitalized Main Street District. 
The Cedar Falls Community Theatre 
launched a restoration of the Colonial 
Revival building in 1991 and reopened the 
doors of the Oster Regent Theatre on 
June 23, 1994. 
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View of Cotton Theatre across the millrace, 1924.  



Black Hawk Hotel 
115 Main Street 
 

National Register of Historic Places 
 

The structure demonstrates many  
features typical of the Second Empire—
particularly its double-pitched mansard 
roof. Classic Italianate features include 
the broad overhang of the third floor  
cornice and the hoods over the second 
and third floor windows. 

Security Savings Bank 
226 Main Street 
 

This building was a noted architectural 
beauty when it was constructed for the 
Security Savings Bank in 1907. Both the 
Cedar Falls and Germania Building and 
Loan Associations took over the main 
floor in the 1930s. 

This well-preserved building features 
elaborate detailing on both its Main 
Street and Third Street façades, befitting 
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Black Hawk Hotel, mid-1950s. 

Corner of 3rd and Main Streets, 1950s. 

its corner location. Distinctive  details 
include ornate window heads and an 
elaborate frieze band above the main 
floor window. The front entry boasts a 
pediment with sculptural elements and 
detailed entry pilasters. Original stained 
glass remains in the transom window 
above the entry. The interior also retains 
many historic details—with marble,  
mosaic tile, and mahogany inlaid with 
curly white maple.  

Around 1914, Waterloo architect John 
Ralston oversaw the building’s redesign 
with new Prairie features, including the 
exterior brick piers and many interior 
details. It was then renamed the  
Black Hawk Hotel. The hotel has been  
beautifully restored in recent years. 



Maid-Rite 
116 E 4th Street 
 

This distinctive mid-century building 
was constructed in 1947 and  
originally served as both a wholesale 
bread store and a Maid-Rite diner. 
Maid-Rite, a classic Iowa franchise, 
was founded in 1926 in Muscatine 
and continues to serve the signature 
“loose meat” sandwiches that define 
the brand. 

By the 1970s, the Cedar Falls Maid-Rite had expanded to use this full building.  
Maid-Rite remains as an iconic example of midcentury roadside culture—with vintage 
signage, neon, a chrome counter and stools, and legendary homemade pies. 

Viking Pump 
406 State Street 
 

Danish immigrant Jens Nielsen  
designed an internal gear rotary 
pump and teamed up with Will 
Hearst, P.C. Petersen, and George 
Wyth in 1911 to establish the  
Viking Pump Company. The  
partners built a factory at Fourth 
and State Streets, where the  
original building still exists today—
though it is largely obscured by 
many additions. 

The headquarters stands as the 
last structure of what was a  
thriving manufacturing district. 
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Maid-Rite, 1980s. 



Odd Fellows Hall  
401 Main Street 
 

National Register  
of Historic Places 
 
Cedar Falls contractor James E.  
Robinson built this elaborate Beaux 
Arts Style building in 1901. It was 
designed as a mixed use building 
with a men’s clothiers on the first 
floor, a doctor’s office on the second floor, and a large open Knights of Phythias 
Hall on the third floor. The third story later served the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and other fraternal groups. 

Rock Island Depot 
422 Main Street 
 

Built for the Burlington, Cedar Rapids, and  
Northern Railroad in 1887, this depot building 
stands as  a reminder of the golden age of the  
railroad and the days of downtown passenger  
service. At the peak of operations in the 1890s,  
36 trains ran in and out of Cedar Falls daily. 

By 1896, this building was also the passenger  
depot for the Chicago and Great Western Railroad. 
It then served the Rock Island lines into the 1960s. 

In 1973, the building was repurposed as the  
railroad-themed Depot Restaurant and Lounge, 
which was in business through the mid-1980s. 
From 1987 until 2015, it housed a bank. 

The depot once had a distinctive tower that has 
been removed, but many details remain. The large 
arched windows and granite wainscot are two  
examples of the original Richardsonian  
Romanesque architectural features. 
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Rock Island Depot, c 1920s-1930s.  

Corner of 4th and Main Streets, 1960s. 



Cedar Falls 
National Bank  
223 Main St 
 

The Cedar Falls National 
Bank was built in this  
location after a major  
explosion destroyed the 
existing buildings in 1907. 
Designed by the Des 
Moines architectural firm 
Proudfoot & Bird, the  
Neo-classical Revival style 
bank was completed by December 1908. The Waterloo Reporter noted that it was 
considered the “handsomest bank building in the state of Iowa.” The Cedar Falls 
National Bank became the Cedar Falls Trust & Savings Bank in 1927 and operated in 
the space until the early 1960s. 

Though both the interior and exterior of the building were altered significantly in  
the 1960s, more recent work restored the exterior to near its original design. Its 
dramatic two-story stone Corinthian columns are a signature feature along with  
its temple front.  

Cedar Falls Trust & Savings Bank 
222 Washington Street 
 

This building was constructed by the Cedar Falls Trust & Savings Bank in 1962, when 
they moved from their smaller home at 223 Main Street. The exterior of this bank 
building remains quite true to its original International Style. Designed by the local 
architectural firm of Grow & DeVoe, it retains its granite tile cladding and a distinctive 
triangular ribbon dormer. A one-story historic brick building on the east side has been 
made into a bank addition.  
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Cedar Falls National Bank with an early motorcade, 1909. 

The newly constructed Cedar Falls Trust & Savings Bank, 1962. 



Old Post Office 
217 Washington Street 
 

Built between 1917 and 1918, this 
Classical Revival building was the first  
federal building in Cedar Falls. Congress 
appropriated $95,000 for its  
construction, and Des Moines  
contractor Frederick Weitz used designs 
from the Treasury’s Supervising  
Architect James Wetmore to plan the 
building. The structure served as the 
post office until 1961, when a new post 
office opened at Sixth and Clay.  
The building was then repurposed as  
an annex to City Hall and then an  
alternative school. 

In 2013, the empty building was  
threatened with demolition, but local  
citizens and community groups rallied 
for its preservation. The Cedar Falls  
Development Group was formed to  
restore the structure and find a new use 
for the space. It reopened in 2015 as the 
new location of Bike Tech. 

Many of the original features remain—
both inside and outside the building. 
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Newly constructed Post Office, c 1918. 

The exterior shows a highly eclectic  
architectural style with Classical Revival 
features. The brick and limestone walls 
and trim include a parapet on the front 
façade as well as inset panels, roundels, 
and fanlights above the windows. Two 
original pole lights frame the front  
entrance granite stairs. Inside the building, 
historic features include marble and wood 
panels, hardwood floors, a walk-in safe, 
and an elevated observation platform that 
was used by postal supervisors. 



Cedar Falls 
Woman’s Club 
303 Clay Street 
 
Available for public use 
 
In 1867, J.T. Knapp and Edward Townsend, partners in a banking firm, built this  
Italianate home. The two were brothers-in-law and their families shared this house 
until the death of their wives within a year of each other. 

The Woman’s Club purchased the home in 1929, when the Pfeiffer family donated 
$20,000 towards the purchase—with members raising $10,000 in matching funds. 
Through the conversion from a private home to a public clubhouse, many of the 
home’s original features were retained—including the exterior dentils and  
brackets, round-headed windows, the interior staircase, and four fireplaces. The 
ballroom addition was also constructed in 1929. Designed by Waterloo architect 
Mortimer B. Cleveland, the addition features a high arched ceiling, period light  
fixtures, French doors, a stage, and a balcony. 

The Cedar Falls Woman’s Club has been an active social and philanthropic  
organization for over 100 years. Their clubhouse is available for rental and hosts 
many civic organizations, weddings, receptions, and showers. 

Holst Printing Co. 
211 Washington St 
 
This simple building is one 
of great historic significance 
in Cedar Falls. It was built in 
1923 by the Holst Printing 
Company. Established in 1882, Holst Printing was best known as the publisher of the 
Dannevirke, a Danish language newspaper that connected local Danish immigrants  
to one another and to their homeland. At its peak, the publication had a circulation  
of about 2,400 and reached subscribers in 37 states, Canada, South America,  
and Denmark. 

The building is now the headquarters and practice space for the Cedar Falls Municipal 
Band. Founded in 1891, the band is the oldest concert band in Iowa. They perform 
weekly during June and July—with small ensemble concerts in August—in nearby 
Overman Park. 
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Holst Printing Company, c 1931. 
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